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A Note to the Teacher:  

Thank you for attending our Scottsdale Insurance/ Nationwide Foundation Performances for Students 
Series! We believe at ASU Gammage that it is more important than ever to provide students with a 
well rounded education and what better way to communicate this to our youth than by attending a 
public performance! The Grupo Liberdade study guide is intended for teachers to enhance their 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǳnderstanding of the performance and we hope that you find this guide as a 
way of connecting education and the arts as one. 

This study guide will explore different ways of combining the arts and academics in the classroom and 
by doing so students can become excited about learning through the magic of the performing arts.  
This guide includes background information and learning activities which are designed to encourage 
students to explore ideas and themes found in the Grupo Liberdade performance. Please share this 
guide with your students before and after the performance to maximize their understanding and 
enjoyment of the performance.   

Your opinion is very important to us. We welcome your comments as well as those of your students.  
Please feel free to contact us about your experience attending our show at ASU Gammage; we would 
love to hear more about your experience.  Thank you for your patronage and enjoy the performance.   

 Sincerely, 

  

  

 Melissa Vuletich 

Cultural Participation Manager 

ASU Gammage 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Grupo Liberdade supports education through the arts 

and offers custom performances for community, 

corporate & private events in addition to experiential 

workshops & private lessons under the direction of 

Poranguí. Please sign-up on our email list to learn 

about future events & workshops across Arizona by 

visiting www.BrasilAZ.com or                   

www.grupoliberdade.com to get more information. 

 

Grupo Liberdade  is a performance group dedicated to freedom of expression through 

Culture, Movement and Sound. They promote community, diversity & empowerment, drawing upon the 

traditional & contemporary rhythms of Brasil and beyond while bringing an original sound & energy to our desert 

metropolis.                                                                                                                                                                                

Since 2004, the group has performed throughout Arizona under the direction of Brasilian native, Poranguí from 

leading the Annual Phoenix Parade of the Arts through downtown Phoenix to producing & performing for the 

largest Brasilian cultural events in the state with Carnaval AZ and Brasil Fest Arizona at the Musical Instrument 

Museum.  Dedicated to creating music to move the body & soul, this project brings together diversity on all levels 

with an incredible show of talented musicians & dancers that must not be watched, but experienced!  
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Who is grupo 

liberdade?  

Liberdade means liberty or freedom            
in Portuguese  

http://www.brasilaz.com/
http://www.grupoliberdade.com/


 

  

InSTrument  glossary 

by musical styles  

MATCHING ACTIVITY! 

Here is a list of some of the 
instruments you will see Grupo 

Liberdade play! 

Match the picture on the right 
with the instrument description 

on the left! 

SAMBA  

Repinique:  a high-pitched tom-tom played with a single stick and the 
hand. Traditionally the leader of the ensemble uses the repinique (also 
referred to as 'repique') to direct and solo. 

Surdo:  the largest drum in the ensemble traditionally used in a set of three 
sizes and pitches.  It provides the foundation or heartbeat of the entire 
ensemble 

Pandeiro:   similar to a tambourine and played elaborately with the hands 
to create a variety of sounds and dynamics.   

CAPOEIRA  

Atabaque: The drum used in Capoeira Roda is similar to the Conga drum.  
It is a tall drum traditionally made from wood to form an elongated 
ellipticall shape while a calfskin head covers the top of the drum.  

Berimbau: The berimbau is the most important instrument in Capoeira.  It 
controls the style and speed of the game.  It is a bowed instrument with a 
gourd attached. It is made up of the cabaça (gourd), the beriba (wooden 
bow), and arame (wire). The sound is made with the baqueta (beater) and 
the tone is changed by pressing the pedra (rock) against the wire.  

MARACATU  

Agogo :  two distinctly pitched bells similar to cow bells in timbre usually 
tuned to an interval such as a 3rd or 4th. 

Abê: A gourd shaker covered in brightly colored plastic or ceramic beads. 
This is also called a ΨǎƘŜƪŜǊŜΩΦ 

SAMBA AFRO  or  

SAMBA REGGAE  

Timbal: a long, cone-like wood or metal hand drum that is used to produce 
both high & low tones in the ensemble. 
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During the performance for 

dialogue between the                        
repinique and surdos

 

Match the picture on the right 
with the instrument description 

 


